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Press Release

VET ADVENTURES

RETURNS HOME TO SKY1 HD

· TX: Wednesday 25th August, 8pm, Sky1/HD
· Five part series featuring intrepid vet Luke Gamble

 “Gamble looks a star-in-the-making in this new series”, Radio Times

“When it comes to all creatures, great and small, Luke Gamble can give James Herriot some stiff competition.” Weekly News

“Luke Gamble is Dorset’s very own Doctor Doolittle.” Daily Mirror

“Gamble has the infectious manner of a children’s TV presenter. If anyone can make people care, it’s him”. Daily Mail Weekend

VET ADVENTURES returns to Sky1 HD and Sky1 this summer as Dorset vet LUKE GAMBLE continues his travels across the globe treating animals in need. Last time round Luke visited INDIA, GRENADA, MALAWI, THAILAND and MEXICO. This time Sky1’s intrepid vet visits ZAMBIA, PERU, NEPAL, UGANDA and COSTA RICA. 
The five part series sees Luke treat many species of animal that need help – both domestic and wild – in communities where they have no one else to turn to, pushing both his skills and emotions to the limit.  

Featuring a diverse range of animals from dogs, cats and horses through to yaks, gorillas and elephants, VET ADVENTURES is part travelogue, part veterinary adventure. Journeying to varied and fascinating countries, the series sees the British vet visit animal sanctuaries, charities and shelters as well as inspiring individuals who dedicate their lives to protect and save injured and orphaned animals. Witnessing sociological, environmental and ethical issues surrounding animal welfare Luke seeks to highlight the pressures facing animals across the planet and do his bit to try to make a difference.
LUKE GAMBLE comments, “I run a small country practice in Dorset but through this show and the work of my charity, the ‘Worldwide Veterinary Service’ my goal is to treat as many animals as possible and help the people that depend on them.  WVS is in action all over the world and this series highlights just a few of the incredible charities that we support. Combining my passion for being a vet with the adventure that WVS trips offer, I’m able to really help the animals that would normally go untreated.”

“It has been a privilege to highlight the selfless work of some inspirational people and organisations who champion the cause of animal welfare in often very difficult situations and circumstances.”

 

Throughout the series Luke spends time with different animal charities to join in with their work and help them as best he can. Luke comments on his experiences filming series one:

“There are always cultural and religious sensitivities that may affect how I can treat an injured animal in any given situation. Cows are sacred in India and can’t be euthanased, superstitions in other parts of the world also affected certain ways I could approach things. Often I face very difficult dilemmas in situations where there isn’t always a clear right or wrong answer. In many cases, there are considerations about the effect my treatments might have on the communities where the animals’ live which has a strong influence on the available options.”
 
LUKE GAMBLE is a 34-year old member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons who was awarded the 2010 Alf Wight Memorial Award by the British Small Animal Veterinary Association for outstanding contributions to the field of animal welfare. He is the founder of Worldwide Veterinary Service (WVS), which was established in 2003 to provide aid and assistance to animal charities and non-profit organisations around the world. In this time Luke and his charity have assisted over 370 associated charities from five continents and they visit around 30 different countries each year.  In 2009 WVS treated over 14,500 animals, which is an average of 40 animals a day, in places where there is normally no ready access to veterinary services.

EPISODE SYNOPSIS

EPISODE 1 – ZAMBIA

First episode in and it's a return to Africa. Luke is on his way to Lusaka, the bustling capital city, to work with a local dog charity. He goes on a patrol across town to crack down on the illegal practice of selling puppies on the streets; coming across young street vendor Richard who is given the opportunity to turn his life around. But will he take it? On the outskirts of town, Luke visits a wildlife sanctuary where he helps an abused baboon, greets a pack of lions, determines the sex of three infant Serval cats and tests some vervet monkeys for tuberculosis. It is then a trip into the heart of darkness as he is sent to investigate the mysterious death of over 30 buffalos in Kafue National Park, before a very special visit to an endearing elephant orphanage.

EPISODE 2 - PERU

Luke is off to one of the most remote cities in the world as he flies into Iquitos, situated in the heart of the Amazonian rainforest. His journey starts above a bustling meat market in the centre of town, where a dog clinic is already underway by a group of volunteer vets from his own charity. Always one to get his hands dirty, he is soon on the streets catching a dog who is in urgent need of attention. Jumping on the back of a motorbike-taxi he heads to the outskirts of town to see one of the world's most enigmatic and also highly endangered creatures, the Amazonian manatee. Later on, Luke is confronted by an epic four-hour surgery on a female dog, before setting off down the magical Amazon river where he is in his element treating (and fighting) monkeys, macaws, buffalos and disgusting tropical maggots. 

EPISODE 3 – NEPAL

A breathtaking adventure at the top of the world for our travelling vet as he lands in Nepal's third largest city Pokhara. He is straight to work tackling the country's animal welfare issues, the most notable being the neglectful treatment of the working equine that traipse up and down the small mountain paths all day long. In town, he helps a fledgling animal charity: rescuing a maggot-infested dog and tracking down a cancer drug that can help save the many street dogs which are blighted by a sexually transmitted disease. After a brief visit to check on an injured steppe eagle, it is up into the mountains for our intrepid vet as he flies into “the most dangerous airport in the world” in order to help an isolated community. Whilst up there, he is excited by the opportunity to get his hands on some hairy yaks. 
EPISODE 4 – COSTA RICA

In the penultimate episode of the series Luke is in the tropical rainforests of this Central American country and he is most certainly outside his comfort zone as he travels the length and breadth of the country helping a host of different animals. After attempting to catch a fiery racoon, Luke is presented with one of those moments that can never be predicted: teaching a new born sloth to pooh. At a local horse ranch, Luke tries to change the traditional method of castrating the horses. Jumping on a boat he journeys to a remote tropical island where he gets friendly with a group of howler monkeys, a baby anteater and wild boar. But there is one last surprise in store as Luke is told he must take a local surgical exam before he can operate on a small island full of castaway dogs. Will he pass?

EPISODE 5 – UGANDA

The final episode of the series kicks off in style as Luke hits the streets of Kampala in order to catch a dishevelled dog. It is then off to see some of the world's most endangered animals. He helps treat a couple of chimpanzees at a sanctuary on Ngamba island, where he also follows the rehabilitation of two young and very cheeky chimps.  He treks down some white rhinos that have been released back into the wild after a twenty-five year absence and after a long drive into the dense countryside he spends an even longer day helping a community of farmers with all their livestock. It is then time to fulfil a boyhood dream: heading into Bwindi Impenetrable Forest to track down one of the world's most mystifying creatures, the mountain gorilla. 

The series is presented and narrated by LUKE GAMBLE. Executive Producers are CES TERRANOVA and JULIEN MIGNONAC and MARC ROWEDDER is the Series Producer/Director. CELIA TAYLOR and CLARE HOLLYWOOD commissioned the series for Sky1 HD.

VET ADVENTURES will air on Sky1 HD and Sky1 in August 2010. www.theworldwildvet.com/ 
For further details on Luke’s charity WORLDWIDE  VETERINARY SERVICE please visit

www.wvs.org.uk 
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Red Earth Studio is an independent production company displaying a portfolio of work ranging through documentary and factual production, live sport events, corporate film-making and digital media content creation. RES takes pride in the consistency of strong imagery combined with compelling narrative at all levels of production, bringing a truly stylistic approach to story telling.

Based in Shoreditch, London since 2003, RES’s multi-lingual production team has grown to include a development department, dedicated to conceptualizing entertaining and informative programming for broadcast and glossy branded content for the corporate world. Previous broadcast work includes globally distributed programming for National Geographic Channel, Discovery, Sky, Bravo, Fox, Spike TV and Al Jazeera. 
For more detailed information about our company please visit www.redearthstudio.com
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